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The Sorcerer's
Apprentice is a
piece of music

composed by Paul
Dukas

Dukas was born
on 1 October

1865 and died
on 17 May 1935.
He lived in Paris

Dukas was a French
composer, critic,

scholar and teacher.
He was a

perfectionist and
destroyed many of

his compositions

The worksheets in this pack are split into three levels –
green, orange and red.

Children can choose to do one, two or three levels.



Worksheet 1

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice is an example of programme
music. That means music that describes a story.

Listen to the music and draw or paint a picture of the story
that comes to mind. Think about the characters, the place
where the story takes place and what happens in the story.

Green Level

My Story



Worksheet 1

Orange Level

Use your drawing/painting to write your story. Listen to the
music again to help you develop the different parts of the
story.



Worksheet 1

Use percussion instruments and/or any instruments you
play to illustrate your story and bring it to life.

Red Level



Worksheet 1

Now read the story. How similar or different is it to yours?
Were your characters similar? Does your story have similar
elements to the original one?

A sorcerer = amagician 

An apprentice = apupil

A powerful magician goes
out, leaving his apprentice to
fetch water. The apprentice

finds it very tiring to keep
going back and forth to the
well with his pail to collect
the water so he decides to

try out the magic he has
learned.

He casts a spell on the
broom to make it come to
life and teaches it to fetch

the water. However, the
apprentice has a problem –
he doesn’t know the spell to

make the broom stop!

As the water begins to
overflow, the apprentice

desperately chops the
broom into pieces with an

axe but this just creates lots
of brooms and makes the

problem even worse!
Soon there is a really big

flood! Luckily, the sorcerer
returns and uses his magic

to stop the brooms and
make the water disappear.

THE STORY

Fun Fact!
The recording used for

the soundtrack of
Fantasia was the first
use of stereophonic

sound in a film.


