
The Clarinet

The Clarinet is part of the woodwind family, this family includes the
flute, oboe, bassoon, recorder and saxophone.
It takes 4 years to make a single clarinet reed, and clarinet players go
through hundreds of reeds a year!
Blowing through the mouthpiece makes the reed vibrate, and this is
what makes the noise.
The clarinet is made out of rosewood, which comes from the Mpingo
tree found in Africa.
Johann Denner developed the clarinet in the late 1600s
Clarinets were popular in jazz music beginning in the early 1900s,
continuing to be popular until the 1940s.
There are a variety of clarinet types including the piccolo clarinet, the E-
flat clarinet, the soprano clarinet (in D and C), the B-flat clarinet, the A
clarinet, the basset clarinet, the basset-horn clarinet, the alto clarinet,
the bass clarinet, and the contrabass and contra-alto clarinets.

The Facts

Pieces to listen to: Players to listen to:
Mozart - Clarinet Concerto in A

Gershwin - Rhapsody in Blue

M.V. Weber - Clarinet Concerto No.2
(2nd Movement)

Berlioz - Symphonie Fantastique
(3rd Movement)

Saint-Saens - Carnival of venice

Martin Frost
Sidney Bechet
Johnny Dodds
Sabine Meyer
Anat Cohen
Acker Bilk
Ivo Papzov


